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Nature-based Solutions Task Force Meeting 1
Meeting Notes

Tuesday, September 4, 2024 at 01:00 PM – 02:00 PM (In-Person Meeting)



Purpose: Initiate discussion on foundational elements of Nature-Based Solutions( NbS); Gather feedback on the role of biodiversity and ecosystem function in defining NbS; Introduce the purpose and structure of the Task Force and its relationship to the Blue Ribbon Panel



Task Force Lead: Eileen Alduenda (Council for Watershed Health)

Task Force Participants:
Arends, Claudia – USDA
Atwater, Patrick – Crescenta Valley Water District
Bahmanpour, Melissa – RMC
Baldauf, Brian – Mountains Recreation Conservation Authority
Bazinet, James – LACDPW
Begley, Amanda – TreePeople
Bloome, Deborah – ARLA
Bronz, Igor – TreePeople
Bridges, Todd (Dr.) – Institute for Resilient Infrastructure Systems
Brown, Isaac – Stillwater Sciences
Castro, Art – LADWP
Colcord, Frank – Foothill Municipal Water
Cooper, Dan – RCDSMM
Diaz, Karen – RMC
Dickens-Russell, Candice – Friends of the LA River
Dwiveldi, Raina – CNRG
Evelyn, Charming – Sierra Club
Faustinos, Belinda – Fernandeno Tataviam Band of Mission Indians
Ferguson, Mary – LA County Parks & Recreation
Frary, Matthew – LACDPW
Friedman-Johnson, Leslie – CNRG
Gardner, Maggie – LA Waterkeeper
Gonzalez, Arturo – RMC
Hamamoto, Bruce – LACDPW
Hu, Melanie – LACDPW
Kamplath, Rita – County of Los Angeles
Katagi, Wendy – Stillwater
Katz, Nurit – UCLA/LADWP
Kouwonou, Yao – LACDPW
Landregan, Stephanie – UCLA
Lau, Clement – Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation
Le, Michael – FMWD
Ly, Jackie – LACDPW
MacCarley, Alison – RMC
Malarich, Rachel – City of Los Angeles
Mark, Robin – Salt
McCarthy, Meredith – Heal the Bay
Mendoza, Steven – RMC
Moe, Annelisa – Heal the Bay
Provo, Devon – ARLA
Rau, Tom – Urban Water Group
Renteria, Ofelia – Arroyo Seco Wildlife Preservation
Reznik, Bruce – LA Waterkeeper
Rivard, Thierry – TreePeople
Robinson, Claire – Amigos de los Rios
Schlatter, Jason – Friends of the LA River
Superfisky, Kat – City of LA
Trivedi, Geraldine – City of Redondo Beach
Tsong, Jane – Watershed Conservation Authority
Watts, Melina – SCWP - Watershed Coordinator
Winter, Melanie – The River Project
				
CWH Support Team:
Eileen Alduenda, Jason Casanova, Debbie Enos, Drew Ready, Nate Sachs 

CWP Support Team:
Jackie Ly (Los Angeles County Public Works – Stormwater Planning Division)
Keith Hala (Los Angeles County Public Works)
Lee Alexanderson (Los Angeles County Public Works – Stormwater Planning Division)
Uzoma Okeneme (Los Angeles County Public Works – Stormwater Planning Division)
Yao Kouwonou (Los Angeles County Public Works – Stormwater Planning Division)

	Agenda Item
	Notes

	1. Welcome & Introductions
	• General group introductions (Name and Affiliation) 
• Overview of meeting goals and purpose of the Task Force

	2. Task Force Co-Chairs and Roles
	• Outlined roles of Task Force members and Co-Chairs 
• Clarified expectations for participation, review, and feedback cycles 
• Introduced relationship between the Task Force and Blue Ribbon Panel

	3. LA County Water Plan Overview

	• Provided high-level overview of the Water Plan and how Nature-Based Solutions fit into long-term resilience and equity goals

	4. NbS + Climate Bond
	• Provided high-level overview of the Water Plan and how Nature-Based Solutions fit into long-term resilience and equity goals

	5. Task Force Charter
	• Vision: Promote sustainable, equitable, and ecologically resilient water management 
• Mission: Define, standardize, and scale NbS in LA County 
• Desired Outcomes: Clear definition, criteria, and guidance for implementation 
• Priorities: Short-term focus on definitions and frameworks; long-term aim to support countywide NbS strategies

	6. Groundwork for the Blue Ribbon Panel
	• Discussion Prompt: “Do you agree that for a solution to be classified as NbS, it must have net benefits that preserve, restore, or meaningfully enhance biodiversity?” 
• Discussion Highlights: 
– Strong agreement on need for ecological function and biodiversity 
– Noted importance of infiltration, system design, and long-term ecosystem health 
– Distinguished between Green Infrastructure, Nature-Mimicking, and true NbS 
– Highlighted that biodiversity benefits may accrue over time, and that intent and process matter

	7. Wrap-Up and Next Steps
	• Future meetings will focus on refining definitions and establishing draft criteria 
• Participants encouraged to share additional resources and comments 
• Next meeting to include continued definition work and introduction to evaluation frameworks






image1.jpeg
LA COUNTY
WATER PLAN




