
A Symposium Series on the Benefits of Green Infrastructure - Detailed Program



Rain or Shine: Soaking Up Success 
Symposium Series



Symposium Series 

Panel 1  |  September 23  |  9am-12pm

Panel 2  |  October 15  |  9am-12pm

Panel 3 | October 29 | 3pm-5:30pm

Green infrastructure - Indices, Metrics & Monitoring

Green infrastructure - Coordination & Collaboration with 
Communities

Green infrastructure - Integration & Innovation



Symposium Panel 3 Description

State, regional, and private investments are 
setting the scene for green infrastructure 
solutions in Los Angeles. This panel brings 
together water agencies in our region to discuss 
challenges and opportunities for integrated and 
innovative projects that leverage resources to ensure 
the equitable distribution of ecological, social, and 
economic benefits.

Green Infrastructure - 
Integration & Innovation



Symposium Panel 3 Agenda

>>   3:00 - 3:10pm Welcome

>>   3:10 - 3:20pm Recap of Panels 1 & 2

>>   3:20 - 3:30pm Panelist Introductions

>>   3:30 - 4:30pm Panel Discussion

>>   4:30 - 4:45pm Keynote Address: Wade Crowfoot, Secretary 
of CA Natural Resources

>>   4:45 - 5:20pm Q&A

>>   5:20 - 5:30pm        Closing
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   Panel 3
         Green Infrastructure -  Integration & Innovation

Robert Ferrante
Chief Engineer & General Manager 
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts

Mark Pestrella
Director
County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works

Martin Adams
General Manager & Chief Engineer
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

Enrique Zaldivar
Director & General Manager
Los Angeles Sanitation & Environment

Jeffrey Kightlinger
General Manager, 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California



Enrique Zaldivar, PE
Director & General Manager, Los Angeles Sanitation & Environment

Enrique has been at the helm of LA Sanitation & Environment (LASAN) as the Director and General Manager for over eight years. He was 
originally appointed in 2007, and then reappointed by Mayor Garcetti in September 2013.  LASAN is one of the largest agencies in the City 
of Los Angeles with nearly 3,300 employees and an annual revenue budget of over $1.1 billion. Through Mr. Zaldivar's leadership and 
management, LASAN oversees important environmental and infrastructure programs such as the City's Clean Water program, one of the 
largest in the world with its iconic flagship Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant; the Solid Resources program, which has achieved one of the 
highest recycling rates in the nation at 76.4% and climbing, and includes the recently implemented recycLA Franchise Initiative; and the 
Watershed Protection program, which is among the most innovative in the country with its use of green infrastructure for achieving water 
quality objectives for urban stormwater runoff, while delivering on multiple other benefits like open space, urban habitat support, and water 
supply.  

Originally from the state of Zacatecas, Mexico, Enrique graduated from Azusa High School in the City of Azusa, attended UCLA long enough 
to have Bruin blood in him, and calls himself a proud Bronco from Cal Poly Pomona where he graduated as a Civil Environmental Engineer in 
1985. He has also done graduate studies there and now serves as the Vice Chair of their College of Engineering’s Dean’s Leadership Board. 
Enrique is active in several organizations and serves on several of their Boards, including the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission, 
the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA), and others. He also serves on Cal Poly Pomona's School of Engineering Dean's 
Leadership Council where he has also been inducted into the Hall of Fame and honored as a distinguished alumni. Enrique has been 
honored by several organizations for his environmental leadership stewardship, including the Los Angeles Conservation Corps (LACC), 
Friends of Ballona Wetlands, Heal the Bay, Community Conservation Solutions, and others.  Enrique also has an interest in furthering the 
relationship between the U.S., Mexico and Canada by sharing industry best practices and technical exchange missions between the three 
countries. Enrique started his career with the City of Los Angeles in 1985 straight out of college as an associate engineer. Twenty-two years 
later, he became the General Manager of LA Sanitation and Environment. Enrique and his wife, Brenda, have three children: Enrique Jr., 
Alonzo, and Carina.



Mark Pestrella, PE
Director & Chief Engineer, Los Angeles County Public Works

Mark Pestrella is the Director of the County of Los Angeles Public  Works. In this capacity he also serves as the County Engineer, the County 
Road Commissioner, and the Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District.  With an annual budget of more than $2.5 
billion and a workforce of 4,000 employees, the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works is the largest municipal public works 
agency in the United States, providing vital public infrastructure and civic services to more than 10 million people across a 4,000 square mile 
service area.

A native of Southern California, Mr. Pestrella attended California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, where  he  received  a  
Bachelor  of  Science  Degree  in  Civil  Engineering with concentrations  in structural engineering and water resource management.   He is a 
licensed civil engineer  in  the  State  of  California  and  has  taught  post-graduate  classes  in  Civil  Engineering and Land Development 
Entitlement at the University of California, Los Angeles.

Mr.  Pestrella  is  a  30-year  veteran  of  the  Department  and  has  held  a  variety  of  management positions.   Mr. Pestrella  is  also  an  
active  member  of  the  American  Public Works  Association, American  Society of Civil Engineers, American Water Works Association, 
Association of California Water  Agencies,  National  Association of  Flood  and  Stormwater Management Agencies  (Board Member), 
Southern California Water Committee, and Urban Water Institute (Board Member).

The Department designs, constructs, operates, and maintains roads,  highways, bridges, airports, sewers, and flood control and water 
conservation facilities, as  well as water distribution systems for the  County, the  Flood  Control  District, special  districts,  and  contract  
cities.    In  addition,  the Department provides management services for capital  projects and serves as a first responder for disaster  
preparedness,  response,  and  recovery.    The  Department  provides  leadership  in  the countywide  transportation  system,  traffic   
mitigation  efforts,  and  solid  and   hazardous  waste management planning.



Jeff Kightlinger
General Manager, Metropolitan Water District

Jeffrey Kightlinger is general manager and chief executive officer for The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, a 
state-established cooperative that delivers water to 26 member agencies serving 19 million people in six counties.

Kightlinger was appointed general manager in February 2006. As general manager, he manages the District’s $1.8 billion annual 
budget and 1,800 employees to ensure the safe and reliable delivery of high quality water every day throughout Southern 
California.  He reports to a board of 38 members representing 26 member agencies.

Kightlinger has an undergraduate degree from the University of California at Berkeley and a law degree from Santa Clara 
University.  He serves on a number of boards including the Coro Foundation, the USC Price School of Public Policy, the UCLA 
Sustainability Advisory Board, the Climate Action Reserve, the California Foundation on the Environment and the Economy, the 
Los Angeles Economic Development Council and the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, among others.



Martin Adams
General Manager & Chief Engineer, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power

Martin Adams is the General Manager and Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, the nation’s 
largest publicly-owned utility.  He took over the leadership role in July 2019 after three years as the agency’s Chief Operating 
Officer, overseeing the City’s water and power systems.     

He leads an organization of more than 10,000 employees delivering water and power to the 4 million residents of Los Angeles.  
Mr. Adams has more than 35 years of experience with at LADWP, where he started in 1984 as an entry level engineer in the 
Water System, eventually leading that organization as the Senior Assistant General Manager of Water.  During the course of his 
career, Mr. Adams worked throughout the Water System and was directly involved with the planning and implementation of 
major changes to water storage, conveyance, and treatment facilities to meet new water quality regulations.  He has spent 
almost half of his career in system operations, including ten years as the Director of Water Operations in charge of the 
day-to-day operation and maintenance of the Los Angeles water delivery system, including the Los Angeles Aqueduct and other 
supply sources, pump stations, reservoirs, water treatment, and management of Water System properties. 

Mr. Adams is a native of the greater Los Angeles area and lives with his family in Burbank, where he served for nine years on that 
city’s Water and Power board.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from Loyola Marymount 
University in Los Angeles.



Robert Ferrante
Chief Engineer & General Manager, Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts

Robert Ferrante is the Chief Engineer and General Manager for the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County.  He reports 
directly to the Boards of Directors of the Districts, comprised of the Mayors of the 78 cities located within its service area and 
the chair of the Board of Supervisors for unincorporated county territory. 

In his position, he oversees all the departments and activities of the Districts’ operations. He has worked for the Districts for 27 
years in various roles dealing with wastewater operations, solid waste management, renewable energy, and air quality.  He is a 
Board Certified Environmental Engineer. 



Keynote Address



Wade Crowfoot
Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency

Wade Crowfoot was appointed California Secretary for Natural Resources by Governor Gavin Newsom in January 2019. As Secretary, Crowfoot oversees 
an agency of 19,000 employees charged with protecting and managing California’s diverse resources. This includes stewarding the state’s forests and 
natural lands, rivers and waterways, coast and ocean, fish and wildlife, and energy development. As a member of the Governor’s cabinet, he advises the 
Governor on natural resources and environmental issues. Crowfoot believes effective management of California’s resources allows communities and 
natural places to thrive and the economy to grow. This includes strengthening the connection between Californians and natural resources by expanding 
access to parks and natural places. Crowfoot is also prioritizing building California’s resilience to growing challenges from climate-driven threats, including 
drought, wildfire, flooding and sea-level rise.

Crowfoot brings over two decades of public policy and environmental leadership to the office, with expertise in water, fisheries, climate and sustainability 
issues. He most recently served as chief executive officer of the Water Foundation, a nonprofit philanthropy that builds shared water solutions for 
communities, economy, and the environment across the American West. In that role, he developed innovative partnerships among a broad range of 
partners including agricultural leaders and environmental conservation groups.

Prior to joining the foundation, Crowfoot served in Governor Jerry Brown’s Administration as deputy cabinet secretary and senior advisor to the Governor. 
In that role he led the administration’s drought response efforts and spearheaded several of the Governor’s priority initiatives to build California’s resilience 
to climate change. He previously served as West Coast regional director for the Environmental Defense Fund and a senior environmental advisor to 
then-San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, where he helped to lead many of Mayor Newsom’s nationally-recognized environmental initiatives.

Crowfoot received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1996 and earned a master’s degree in public policy 
from the London School of Economics in 2004, where he graduated with honors. A native of Michigan, Crowfoot grew up spending his summers outdoors. 
Upon moving to California in the mid-1990s, he became an avid hiker and backpacker and marks his first hike in the redwoods as Big Basin State Park as 
one of his defining California moments. Now, he spends his down time camping and hiking with his wife, Lisa, and their young daughter.

Keynote Speaker Biography
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