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Nature-based Solutions Task Force Meeting 2
Meeting Notes

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 at 01:00 PM – 02:00 PM (Virtual Meeting)



Purpose: Provide update on the proceedings of first workshop of the Blue Ribbon Panel; Receive feedback on the results of the first Blue Ribbon Panel Workshop activities



Task Force Lead: Eileen Alduenda (Council for Watershed Health)

Task Force Participants:
Allen, Julie – LA Sanitation
Begley, Amanda – TreePeople
Brick, Tim – Arroyo Seco Foundation (ASF)
Bronz, Igor – TreePeople
Chapman, Jeff – LA County Natural History Museum
Dwivedi, Raina – CNRG
Evelyn, Charming – Sierra Club
Gardner, Maggie – LA Waterkeeper
Jessup, Kelsey – The Nature Conservancy
Johnson, Samantha San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians
Kjer, Tori – Neighborhood Land Trust
Knapp, Dan – Conservation Corps of Long Beach
Lai, Gary – Qixotic Nature Based Solutions
Lassos, Gabriella – Sacred Places Institute
Latané, Claire – Cal Poly Pomona / Author
Le, Michael – Foothill Municipal Water District
Lau, Clement – Los Angeles County Dept of Parks and Recreation
Malarich, Rachel – City of Los Angeles
McCarthy, Meredith – Heal the Bay
Mendoza, Steven – RMC
Robinson, Claire – Amigos de los Rios
Rau, Tom – Urban Water Group
Trivedi, Geraldine – City of Redondo Beach
Tsong, Jane – Watershed Conservation Authority
Winter, Melanie – The River Project
				
CWH Support Team:
Eileen Alduenda, Jason Casanova, Debbie Enos, Drew Ready 

CWP Support Team:
Keith Hala (Los Angeles County Public Works)

	Agenda Item
	Notes

		1. Welcome and Introductions




		
	• General group introductions (Name and Agency) 
• Noted that COP16 was took place in Cali, Colombia, with BRP members Dan Cooper and Nurit Katz in attendance


· 

		2. Reminder of Goals



		
	• Task Force Mission: Implement priority tasks from the County Water Plan 2-Year Action Plan 
• Priority Tasks: 
– Develop countywide definitions and standards for Nature-Based Solutions 
– Prioritize Nature-Based Solutions in stormwater capture projects 
– Build upon the SCWP Metrics & Monitoring Study and 2022 Interim Guidance


· 

		3. Review of Task Force Kick Off Meeting



		• Reviewed orientation goals of the Task Force 
• Presented the draft charter 
• Conducted group activities and discussion to gauge understanding and perspectives on Nature-Based Solutions 
• Identified and selected Blue Ribbon Panel members based on time commitment, breadth of expertise, and organizational diversity




		4. Review of BRP Meeting 1




		• Better World Group selected as facilitator/moderator of the Blue Ribbon Panel 
• Five Co-Chairs supporting process and input 
• Workshop Activities: 
– Activity 1: “What is not a Nature-Based Solution?” 
– Activity 2: “Sprinkle Activity” – shared and reviewed definitions from SCWP, CA 30x30, White House, and IUCN 
– Activity 3: Initial exploration of criteria and standards 
• Key Takeaways: 
– More clarity is needed on the definition and standards for NbS




		5. Developing a Shared Nature-Based Solutions Definition for LA County Water Plan



		• Participant Insights: 
– Edith de Guzman: Stressed climate resilience in NbS design 
– Charming Evelyn: Highlighted accessibility standards (e.g., ASTM F1951-99); artificial turf as ADA-compliant 
– Samantha MJ Yang: Emphasized need for public resources and hands-on education 
– Tim Brick: Advocated for restoring natural hydrology and native biodiversity 
– Kelsey Jessup: Linked ecological and human health; emphasized clarifying “constraints” 
– Melanie Winter: Called for capacity-building to support implementation and understanding of constraints 
– Jessa Calderon: Emphasized Indigenous perspectives; nature and humans as interconnected 
– Meredith McCarthy: Urged creating agency “on-ramps” to better integrate with NGO/CBO-led NbS work 
– Craig Doberstein: Warned against prescriptive check-box approaches 
– Claudia Arends: Suggested deeper local-level engagement (e.g., code enforcement) 
– Maggie Gardner: Highlighted need for flexibility across agencies and planning efforts 
– Melina Watts: Proposed dune restoration as NbS for coastal water quality


· 

		VI. Wrap Up and Next Steps




		• Follow-up survey to gather additional feedback from attendees 
• Referenced concurrent initiatives, including COP16 and CASQA 
• Noted promising models to explore: Santa Barbara Creeks Division and SF developer-led creek restoration 
• Emphasized importance of making meetings and materials available online for broader public access


· 
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