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Resident Responsibilities: 
Congratulations! This is the owner’s manual for your new landscape! 

 You are responsible for the maintenance of the landscape plantings on your property and in 

the parkway swale. Follow maintenance tasks on the Maintenance Checklist (see back of 

manual). 

 Replace dead plants with same species or those of similar water and space needs (see page 9). 

 Remove leaves, debris, and litter from storm drains, inlets to swales, trench drains and 

downspouts to prevent blockages. 

 Replace mulch as needed (see page 5). 

 Report problems, such as, oil spills, accidents or water main breaks to the City of Los Ange-

les at 311.  

 Be careful to ensure that no oils, soaps or liquids wash off your driveway, as what you do 

upstream flows to your neighbor.  

 Keep the sidewalks, driveways, and curbs free of debris, litter and spreading plants. 

 Call TreePeople for tree pruning issues (see below for contacts). 

Help/Contacts: 
Tree problems, pruning requests or irrigation problems on private property: Marcos Trinidad - 

TreePeople Tree Care Coordinator; mtrinidad@treepeople.org, (818) 623-4892. 

Parkway problems: Jason Schmidt - TreePeople Program Assistant, Natural Urban Systems 

Group; jschmidt@treepeople.org, (818) 623-4884. 

Graffiti and storm drain blockages: City of Los Angeles - call 311 Bureau of Sanitation. 

Additional project questions: Edward Belden-Water Programs Manger, Los Angeles & San Ga-

briel Rivers Watershed Council; edward@lasgrwc.org, (213) 299-9947. 

Kids help spread mulch. 

mailto:jschmidt@treepeople.org
mailto:edward@lasgrwc.org
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Introduction to Your Swales and Landscape 
Your front yard landscape was designed to be beautiful, to use low amounts of water for irriga-

tion, and to reduce polluted stormwater from draining into our local creeks, rivers and ocean. 

The sunken landscape areas of your yard are called “swales.” They capture and clean storm-

water that drains from the street and your property. Stormwater that drains to the swales pro-

vides irrigation for your plants and is naturally cleaned as it filters through the soil to an under-

ground aquifer where it is stored. 

Your landscape is “California Friendly.” It has a mix of native California and Mediterranean 

plants that thrive in your climate, soils and region. Once established, this landscape requires less 

maintenance, 60% less water than a traditional lawn, and no fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides or 

insecticides. 

However, your new landscape is not maintenance free and will require some work to ensure its 

long, healthy, and productive life. General maintenance tasks for the plants and irrigation sys-

tem are covered in this manual as well as the specific tasks to take care of your swales. 

What’s in this Manual and How to Use It 

Your new landscape is unusual and cutting-edge. This manual is designed to assist you in re-

taining the lovely look and functionality of your landscape. The first page gives you infor-

mation at a glance. Along with the foldout Maintenance Checklist, it contains the minimum 

information to keep your yards fresh and functional.  

Additional information follows for those who want to delve into the information on these 

unique yards. These pages include information on lawn care, weeding, mulching, irrigation, 

pest control, rain barrels, porous pavers, and more.  

The Appendices contain in-depth information including plant-specific pruning information with 

pictures. You can bring the manual with you to the nursery should you require plant replace-

ments for your garden. 

The Common Weeds identification section follows Plants in the Appendix (see page 25). 

Your manual has the planting, irrigation, and construction plans for your home.  

The Maintenance Checklist at the end is a comprehensive list of tasks throughout the year to 

keep your garden looking and working its best. This laminated schedule will probably wear out 

from overuse – good! 

It is our hope that if you should move you will pass on this manual to the next owners or renters. 

Parkway Swale. 
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Watering: 
 Overwatering will kill plants. 

 Water plants more in winter and less in summer. 

 Water grass less often but for longer time at each watering. 

 Avoid overhead watering. 

Most of the plants in your new landscape are Mediterranean plants. They thrive in cool, wet 

winters and hot, dry summers, which means cool, moist soils and hot, dry soils. This regimen is 

different from that we’ve become accustomed to in Southern California. Mediterranean plants 

want winter water, so ensure that the swales are supplying the plants the rainwater they need 

when they need it. Some of these plants will die if given routine water in the summer because 

they do not have the defense systems in their roots to ward off the bacteria and fungus that will 

sap their strength and kill them in warm, moist soils. 

Lawns require more and routine water when compared with these landscape plants. 

The irrigation system for the parkway swales is controlled by the City of Los Angeles for the 

first two years. After these two years (summer 2012), you may connect the swale irrigation sys-

tem to your own water supply. After the first two years most of the plants in the parkway should 

be well established, however they might need extra water in the summer. Most of the irrigation 

is through a sub surface drip irrigation system (see page 11).  

The irrigation system for your residence is your responsibility. If you have a Smart-controller, 

set it for lawns and swales separately. See the controller manual for directions. 

 Spring through fall, check soil around the plant base once a week and water plants if 

dry. Soils should NOT be continuously wet or plants will probably die. During the 

winter no additional water should be needed in normal rain years. In winters of 

drought years follow the instruction for watering in drier seasons, spring through 

fall. 

 Your irrigation system is set to water the trees in your yard (the parkway swale trees 

are watered by city irrigation which will also stop after two years). Check them 

weekly in the summer by digging into the soil 4” deep. If the soil is dry, give them 

15 gallons of water.  

 After the first three years water plants deeply every three weeks in summer. Occa-

sional, deep watering produces deep roots. 

Avoid overhead watering on anything but the lawn. Using a sprinkler gets the leaves wet and 

can cause diseases, especially when the weather is warm. 

If available, use a soil probe to check soil moisture. 
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Weeding  
 Hand weed regularly. 

 Prevent weeds by replacing mulch as it disappears.  

 Avoid chemical herbicides and fertilizers. 

A weed is a plant growing in the wrong place.  If you don’t  

recognize the plant as belonging in your landscape, remove it. 

Remove weeds while they are still young and can be removed 

easily and before they set seed. If you wait and the weed flowers 

and fruits, you will have a continuous problem with that weed. 

Pulling weeds by hand is best and least destructive. Application of mulch will keep weeds out, 

but there will always be weed seeds finding a way into your garden. 

We recommend you try to avoid chemical herbicides and rely on nurturing the natural systems 

that reduce garden problems. 

Also, avoid fertilizers as their addition may favor weeds over your newly installed plants!  

See Common Weeds on page 25. 

 

 

Pull out weeds when young to 

prevent weeds from spreading. 

Pull out nut sedge as soon as you can 
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Mulching 
 Replace mulch as needed to keep a 3 to 4 inch cover. 

Mulch  is a protective layer on soil that serves many purposes: 

 Discourages weeds 

 Keeps soil moist 

 Protects the soil from heat and cold 

 Prevents a hard crust from forming on the soil surface 

 Reduces soil compaction 

 Prevents soil erosion 

 Slowly releases nutrients to soil so no more fertilizers are needed 

Mulch is an important part of weed control. Keeping a 3 to 4 inch layer of mulch is key to a 

weed-free landscape. 

There are 2 types of mulch in your landscape—organic mulch on the swale sides and rock 

mulch on the bottom of the swales. Replace both kinds as they move or disappear. 

Keep mulch 2 to 3 inches away from the base of plants or the plant will rot. 

Mulch should be weed-seed free or you will invite more problems to your yard. 

Mulch can be made on-site with a shredder or chipper, or picked up at local sites such as: 

 The Lopez Canyon Landfill site – 11950 Lopez Canyon Rd. at Paxton St. 7 a.m. to 5 

p.m., 7 days a week. 

 Behind Polytechnic High School – 12455 Wicks St. Sun Valley; 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., 7 

days a week. 

Beautiful, fragrant mulch. 

Two sources of garden mulch. 
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Natural Pest, Weed & Disease Control 

Insects and Reptiles 

 Do nothing! Allow natural systems to control pest damage. 

Many garden insects are controlling (eating) other insects. Ladybug 

larvae, common black ground beetle, brown and green lacewings, 

praying mantis, and centipedes are your assistants. Don’t kill them 

with insecticides. One ladybug will eat 5,000 aphids. 

Lizards are valuable predators in your garden as they too eat hun-

dreds of insects per day. Make homes for them by adding rocks on 

the surface of open areas as cover from their predators, cats and 

children. Remind children that these helpful animals are working 

daily to keep your garden insects under control. 

Lizards and insects are not pests and can’t help you if harassed by 

children. Let them do their job. 

Information exists online at various web sites to help correctly 

identify insect pests. Please see the Resource section at the back of 

this manual for more information. 

Disease 
Most losses of native plants are caused by overwatering. Avoid 

overhead watering to manage a number of plant diseases. 

Checking soil moisture and watering when needed is the most ef-

fective way to reduce bacterial and fungal problems. 

If plants have died due to bacterial or fungal problems, remove and 

dispose of the entire plant. 

Please see the Resource section at the back of this manual for more 

information on identifying and preventing disease. 

 

 

Ladybug larvae – good guy. 

Ladybug pupa – good guys. 

Common black ground beetle – 

good guy. 

Praying mantis - good guy. 

Marlin Rice 

ButterflyNature.com  



7 

Elmer Avenue Maintenance Manual  

7/6/2010 

Pruning 
The trees, shrubs, groundcovers and perennials will need their branches pruned from time to 

time. The Maintenance Checklist tells you when the best time is to prune the different plants. 

And the list of Plants with photos and definitions in the Appendix gives further information. 

Gather up pruned material and place in Green Bin. 

Trees should be pruned only with thinning or removal cuts. These are cuts just beyond the 

branch collar (the bulge at the base of the branch) and the branch bark ridge (the ridge of bark 

where the branch attaches to the trunk).  

If you have tree pruning questions, please contact Marcos Trinidad with TreePeople at (818) 

623-4892 or mtrinidad@treepeople.org.  

Here are some pruning definitions to guide you: 

Dead-heading – Removing old or dead flowers. 

Divide – A technique to rejuvenate an older clumping plant (such as iris or red yucca). The 

large, old plant is cut or divided into smaller clumps, making sure to include the roots. A shovel 

is often used to slice through the plant. These smaller clumps can be planted or composted. 

Edging – Pruning a plant back along an edge, such as a driveway or along a path. Typically 

done for groundcovers. 

Heading, Head back, or Cut back – Cutting all the branches of the plant back to the same 

length. Depending on the plant, this may mean cutting it back to the ground (such as with blue-

eyed grass), leaving only a few inches (as with Douglas’ iris or Matilija poppy), or cutting off 

only a few inches (as with Spanish lavender). Trees are never headed. 

Pinching (also known as Tipping) – Removing only the ends or tips of branches. Used to make 

a plant more full or dense. 

Pruning “hard” or “soft” – “Hard” or “soft” refers to how much the plant is being pruned. A 

plant that is cut back to the ground or only leaving a few inches is said to be cut back “hard.” 

Plants that are cut back only a little are cut back “soft.” 

Shearing – Heading cuts used to create a hedge, or more uniform shape. 

Suckers – small branches that grow from the base of trees. Remove them with thinning cuts. 

Thinning cut, Removal cut – The whole branch is removed back to the branch collar (the 

bulge at the base of the branch). Do not cut the branch flush with the trunk or cut into the 

branch collar or the branch bark ridge (the ridge of bark on the trunk at the branch connection). 

Remember: If you lose a plant, it’s just a plant. Replace it with the same species and check 

the watering. 
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Lawn Care  

New Blue Fescue Lawns 

Your new drought tolerant blue fescue lawn requires little care. Once it is established it should 

need no additional watering. 

The grass may be cut back in the spring if desired. 

It is often recommended to divide the clumps of blue fescue every few years. This may be done 

to prolong the life of the lawn. 

Traditional Lawns 
Cut grass regularly; set cutting height between three and four 

inches high. 

 Water less often, but for a longer time at each watering. 

 If you 

Lawn care is often seen as a battle between encouraging healthy 

grass and eliminating weeds. However, a few shifts in lawn care 

practices can ensure healthy grass and reduce weeds at the same 

time. 

Thick, tall grass with deep roots will naturally choke out weeds. Set your mower high, at least 

three inches and as much as four inches off the ground. The grass will produce more food for 

itself. The additional height shades out weeds and keeps the soil cooler reducing the need for 

watering. Cutting higher reduces the number of seeds cut back and encourages more and thicker 

grass. Be sure to leave the grass cuttings on the grass to replace organic material and deepen the 

layer of topsoil. 

On the other hand, it is important not to let the grass grow too long between cuttings. Cutting 

four and a half inch grass to four inches does much less damage to the grass than cutting six 

inch grass back to four inches.  

Over time your lawn will produce thatch. Thatch is a layer of dead roots, crowns and lower 

grass shoots that forms between the soil surface and the green grass. Grass clippings left on the 

lawn DO NOT become thatch. Since your lawns are new, do not expect any thatch build up for 

a few years. 

A thin layer of thatch (1/2”) is normal and healthy. It becomes harmful only when the layer is 

too thick thus preventing water, nutrients and air to get down into the soil. Thick thatch can also 

allow diseases to infest your lawn. 

Newly installed lawn. 
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To dethatch the lawn, use a thatching rake. Raking the lawn will pull the thatch to the surface 

where you can use a leaf rake to collect and remove it. There are also dethatching machines 

which you can rent. 

Watering less often, but for longer periods puts water lower in the soil, encouraging deeper 

grass root growth. Deeper grass roots crowd out weed roots. Deeper roots are also less suscepti-

ble to drought. Frequent, lighter watering does more for weeds than grass. The frequency and 

amount of watering depend on both the condition of the soil and the type of grass. 

When fertilizing lawns use an organic fertilizer, preferably one which is time-release. Regular 

(non-organic) fertilizers are high in salts which cause two problems.  

  Salts tend to kill the good organisms living in the soil, like worms.  

  Salts build up in soils over time making them less and less productive. 

 

Choosing the Right Plant for Replacement  
 Replace dead plants with the same species or one of similar size and watering  

requirements. 

Plants die. That is a fact of life. When a plant dies and you want to replace it, the best option is 

to replace it with the same species.  

If you don’t know what species it was or can’t find that plant, the next best thing is to replace 

the plant with one which is similar in maximum size and water requirements.  

Check the plant lists in the Appendices of this document for information about each plant on the 

list for the Elmer Avenue project. 

Replace dead plants with similar species. 
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Parkway Swales  
 Keep parkway swales free of debris. 

 Pull weeds. Do not use herbicides, insecticides and  

fertilizers (see Common Weeds page 25). 

 Once a month, sweep-up dirt and debris in the street  

gutters, clear curb inlets and put debris into trash. 

 Do not spray-wash any chemical spills or cleaners into 

swales.  When cleaning the driveway use non-toxic,  

environmentally friendly cleaners. 

 For bare soil areas in the swale place 2”- 3” deep, organic 

mulch.  This will reduce erosion, increase soil moisture, 

and provide nutrients to the plants. 

The parkway swales running the full length of Elmer Avenue on 

both sides take water from the street and runoff from residential lots, clean the water and allow 

much of the water to infiltrate into the soil. Drip irrigation for the plants along the parkway 

swale is provided by the City for the first two years. 

After the two years, residents may connect the swale irrigation system to their own household 

water supply. Contact a licensed landscape contractor for assistance. 

Once plants are established the only maintenance tasks include: 

 keeping the swale and pipes free of debris, which could block the flow of water  

 keeping plants pruned 

 adding additional mulch as necessary. 

It is also important not to compact the gravel in the swale. Walking on it should be minimized.  

See the Plants section starting on page 17 for plant maintenance guidance. 

 

Parkway swale with stormwater. 
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Front Yard Swales 
 Keep swales free of debris. 

 Pull weeds. Do not use herbicides, insecticides, and  

fertilizers (see Common Weeds page 25). 

 Where the swale meets the sidewalk, clean concrete  

surface of dirt and rocks, and put debris into trash. 

 Prior to the wet season (Oct.-March) adjust rain gutters 

and barrel overflows to drain toward the yard swale. 

Swales installed in front yards conduct rain water from down-

spouts or rain barrel overflow lines and allow it to infiltrate into 

the ground or run into the parkway swale.  

It is possible that the plants in and around the swale will need ex-

tra water the first year or two during the summer. Swales have underground irrigation. See the 

Watering section for more information. 

Once plants are established the only maintenance tasks include: 

 keeping the garden and pipes free of debris, which could block the flow of water 

 keeping plants pruned 

 adding additional mulch as necessary. 

It is also important not to compact the gravel in the swale. Walking on it should be minimized. 

See the Plants section starting on page 17 for plant maintenance guidance. 

Irrigation System: 
 Regularly check proper functioning of sprinklers and drip 

emitters while in use. Adjust and repair as necessary. 

Much of the irrigation for the parkway swales and the individual 

residence landscaping is through a drip irrigation system that is un-

derground and requires no maintenance. However, residents should 

watch for signs of trouble. Water pooling could indicate a leak or 

broken pipe. Consistently dry patches could indicate clogged emit-

ters. In either case professional assistance is probably necessary.  

Call TreePeople for parkway problems (see page 1) or contact a licensed landscape contractor for 

residence assistance. 

Some residences have above ground sprinklers which require inspection at least twice a year. 

Check that spray is covering the intended area. Common problems are broken risers, spray 

heads turned away from intended area, and clogged spray heads. 

Front yard swale. 

Irrigation system layout for  

parkway swale. 
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Rain barrels and Rain Gutters 
 Use water in rain barrels to water your landscape. 

 Rain gutters and rain barrels should be cleaned once per year. 

 Rain barrels should be drained before each new rain. 

Even with the gutter guards, the rain gutters and down spouts can 

become clogged with dirt and small debris. Gutters can be 

cleaned by hand, with a small trowel or similar tool or with a high 

pressure sprayer. Care should always be taken when using lad-

ders. 

All rain barrels have the same four main parts; the barrel, an inlet 

with filter at the top, a hose spigot at the bottom and an overflow 

pipe or hose. 

The inlet filter should be kept clear of leaves and other large de-

bris at all times. 

Dirt, small debris and roofing material will get into the rain bar-

rels and settle in the bottom. This should be rinsed out once per 

year. Any scum buildup should be cleaned out at the same time. It 

is possible for debris buildup to clog the hose spigot. Clean out 

the debris if water does not flow out of the spigot. 

When it rains the rain barrels will fill and begin overflowing. This 

means that the overflow should be directed away from the house foundation and towards the 

swale if possible. In order to reduce the overflow during rain, the barrels should be emptied to 

appropriate locations in the yard before the next rain. 

Rain gutters and rain guards are white painted, galvanized steel manufactured by Amerimax. 

Rain barrels installed are Chicago Rain Barrel Regular Overflow model. 

Trench Drain  
 In October, remove trench drain grates in driveway and 

sweep-up dirt and debris in the trench. Using a garden 

hose, flush drain pipe from trench drain to the swale, pick 

up all debris and deposit into trash. 

Drains should be checked before and after rain events for debris 

or trash which will prevent proper water flow through the swales. 

Trench drains in driveways are bolted down and may be unbolted 

to gain access for cleaning. Bolt heads are 9/16”, and may be 

opened with a 9/16 in. or 14 mm socket wrench. 

Rain barrel and spout. 

Rain barrel overflow spigot. 

Trench drain at base of driveway. 
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Permeable Pavers 
 Sweep pavers as part of regular yard maintenance. 

Permeable pavement and pavers allow water to infiltrate into 

the ground through the gravel between pavers.  

It is important to keep leaves and other large debris from 

covering and clogging the spaces between pavers and reduc-

ing infiltration over time.  

Sweeping during regular yard maintenance will help prevent 

clogging. Weed seedlings can start growing in these spaces.  

Routine sweeping reduces weed maintenance by disturbing 

weeds while still small. 

The pavers used are Uni Eco-Stone, antique red, placed in a herringbone pattern.  

 

Permeable Concrete in Right-of-Way 
 Sweep permeable concrete monthly. 

Permeable concrete allows water to infiltrate through pores in the concrete. If these pores get 

clogged, then water cannot pass through the concrete. 

Keep the permeable concrete clean by monthly sweeping.  

Once per year vacuum with a wet/dry vacuum.  

Hosing down the concrete can force debris into the pores and so should not be used as a  

cleaning method. 

Permeable pavers in driveway. 

Permeable concrete close-up. Permeable concrete next to curb. 
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Cercis occidentalis (western redbud) 

Magenta flowers followed by round leaves.  

Prune  after flowering if needed or in winter, 

remove shoots at trunk base. 

Plants 

Trees 

XChitalpa tashkentensis ‘Pink Dawn’  
(Pink Dawn chitalpa ) 

Pale pink trumpet-shaped flowers in spring 

and summer. 

Prune in winter if needed, remove shoots at 

trunk base. 

Lagerstroemia indica  (crape myrtle)    

Lavender flowers in summer. 

Prune in winter if needed.  

Shoots from the trunk base may be pruned 

out in winter or summer. 

Quercus agrifolia (coast live oak) 

Large evergreen oak.  

Don’t water in the summer, except for the 

first few years.  

Prune August to September. 

Plantanus racemosa (sycamore) 

Large, fuzzy palmate leaves.  

’Drop earring’ seed pods.  

Clean-up large leaves. 
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Perennials and Shrubs 

Arctostaphylos ‘Emerald Carpet’   
(Emerald Carpet manzanita)  

Groundcover. Prune in May or June.  

Cut back long stems to main stem  

where needed.  

Pinch stems for fuller look. 

Buxus microphylla (Japanese boxwood) 

Prune/shear in early summer  

after flowering if needed. 

Achillea ‘Moonshine’ (Moonshine yarrow) 

Yellow flowers in late spring to early fall. 

Cut back dead flower stalks.  

Sensitive to overwatering. 

Anigozanthos ‘Harmony’  
(Harmony kangaroo paw) 

Prune the whole plant to ground level in 

summer after flowering to promote flowers 

the following spring. 

Arctostaphylos edmundsii ‘Carmel Sur’  
(Carmel Sur manzanita) 

Groundcover. Prune in May or June.  

Cut back long stems to the main stem 

where needed. 
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Carex pansa (California meadow sedge) 

Looks like a grass.  

Mow to several inches tall in late summer/

fall if needed. 

Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis 
(Carmel Creeper ceanothus)  

Groundcover to 15’ wide.  

Sensitive to overwatering.  

Prune in spring after flowering; remove  

old flower stems.  

Cistus salvifolius (sageleaf rockrose) 

Shrub. Trim back after flowering; pinch/

shear in summer for fuller shrub. 

Dudleya virens ssp. hassei  
(Catalina Island dudleya)  

Remove flowering stems as needed. 

Epilobium canum ‘Everett’s Choice’  
(Everett's Choice California fuchsia)  

(also called Zauschneria) 

After first 2 years, cut plant back leaving  

2” stems in winter.  

Check for unwanted seedlings.  

Some insects can be a problem. 

Dymondia margaretae (dymondia) 

Green leaves with white edges.  

Very drought-tolerant after establishment. 

Mow as needed.  

Needs regular water. 

Tree of Life Nursery  
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Erigeron karvinskianus (Mexican daisy) 

Best if cut back occasionally in winter. 

Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’  
(Elijah Blue blue fescue) 

Cool season grass; may turn brown in hot 

summers.  

Trim in winter months. 

Galvezia speciosa (island snapdragon) 

Prune branches in late winter and pinch 

ends in June to encourage a fuller look. 

Helianthemum nummularium (sunrose) 

Groundcover. Cut back in summer after 

flowering for repeat bloom and to prevent 

long, thin stems. 

Hemerocallis ‘Rusty Red’  
(Rusty Red daylily) 

Remove spent flowers daily.  

Divide crowded plants at plant base in ear-

ly spring or late fall. 

Eschscholzia californica (California poppy) 

The California State flower.  

Toss seeds over landscape in late fall. 

Daniel Southard 
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Heuchera sanguinea (coral bells)  

Dry shade plant that needs a little more water. 

Prune back old stems in late fall. 

Prune flower stalks after blooming.  

Iris douglasiana (Douglas’ iris) 

Cut back in late fall leaving 1”-2”.  

When the clump gets large, divide in the 

fall after the first good rain.  

Excessive water may rot plants. 

Juncus patens (California gray rush) 

Prune as needed.  

Can take very little or a lot of water. 

Lavandula stoechas ‘Otto Quast’  
(Otto Quast Spanish lavender) 

Shrub. Deadhead old blooms and  

prune back a few inches  

after flowering to keep it dense. 

Hesperaloe parviflora (red yucca) 

Perennial.  

Cut off dead flower stalks and leaves.  

Clumps can be divided in late winter.  

Very little care needed. 

Iris sp. (bearded iris) 

Perennial.  

Grows from rhizomes.  

Divide every three or four years. 
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Penstemon heterophyllus ‘Margarita BOP’  
(Margarita BOP penstemon ) 

Perennial.  

Cut stalks almost to the ground  

after flowering.  

Be careful not to overwater. 

Rhamnus californica ‘Little Sur’  
(Little Sur coffeeberry) 

Evergreen shrub.  

Lightly pinch anytime; may be sheared. 

Leymus condensatus ‘Canyon Prince’  
(Canyon Prince giant wild rye) 

A large, cool-season grass.  

Cut the clumps back to the ground in late 

summer/ early winter when they become 

too large.  

Divide them at this time to remove what 

doesn’t fit. 

Limonium californicum  
(California sea lavender, coastal statice) 

Cut flowers at stalk base.  

Dry flowers and use year round.  

Muhlenbergia rigens (deer grass) 

Cut back to 6” in May.  

Divide in late winter/early spring if get-

ting too large for the site. 
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Rhaphiolepis indica ‘Ballerina’  
(Ballerina Indian hawthorn) 

Evergreen shrub.  

Many flowers late fall to summer.  

Cut back long, thin stems after flowering. 

Ribes viburnifolium (Catalina perfume) 

Groundcover.  Evergreen currant.  

Prune back upright shoots when  

they emerge.  

Pinch back tips for dense growth. 

Romneya coulteri ‘White Cloud’  
(Matilija poppy) 

Perennial. Prune all stems leaving 3”- 4” 

stubs in winter months.  

Control underground stems by cutting them 

with shovel or plant will spread. 

Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Huntington Carpet’  
(creeping rosemary) 

Strong fragrance when leaves are crushed. 

Prune in spring after flowering. 

Salvia chamaedryoides  
(Germander sage, electric blue sage) 

Cut back selectively by 1/3 in February. 

Sensitive to overwatering in summer. 
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Salvia greggii (autumn sage) 

Cut back older stems by 1/3 in late winter. 

Avoid summer pruning.  

Prune again in October for winter color. 

Salvia leucantha ‘Midnight’  
(Midnight Mexican bush sage) 

Cut back to 6” - 12” after flowering in late 

fall or winter to encourage new growth. 

Salvia spathacea (hummingbird sage) 

Very fragrant leaves.  

Grows in colonies from underground stems.  

Cut out unwanted stems.  

Remove dried stalks in summer. 

Stake tall flowering stems if needed. 

 

Sisyrinchium bellum (blue-eyed grass) 

Cut the dried leaves to ground  

in the summer. 

Verbena peruviana (Peruvian verbena) 

May grow to a thick 36” wide mat. 

Remove old flowers.   

Prune in late winter for spring growth. 

Cut plants back to remove old wood and 

encourage new growth.  
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Erodium cicutarium (redstem filaree) 

Small pink to reddish-lavender flowers  

with 5 petals.  

Divided leaves from a rosette  

on the ground.  

Seeds resemble a stork’s head or beak.  

Removal before seeds mature. 

Common Weeds 

Barbarea vulgaris (yellow rocket) 

Grows to about 3’ tall.  

Lower leaves are deeply lobed; upper 

leaves smaller.  

Remove by hand. 

Cyperus esculentus (yellow nutsedge) 

Grows to about 3’ tall.  

Found in areas with summer irrigation and 

is common on Elmer Ave. 

Reproduces by seeds and bulbs.  

Caution: remove plants when first seen or 
will infest entire area. 

Washingtonia robusta  
(Mexican fan palm) 

Long bright, green single leaf with ‘ribs’. 

Remove entire plant plus roots when about 

6” long.  

Hypochaeris glabra (smooth cat’s ear) 

Grows to about 1 ½’ tall.  

Bottom leaves are shallowly lobed.  

Exudes a milky juice when cut. 

Malva parviflora (little mallow) 

Grows to about 2’ tall;  

generally low-growing and spreading.  

Palmate leaves. 

Remove before seeds mature. 
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Medicago spp. (burclover) 

Stems grow horizontally and can form 

dense mats as stems root.  

Leaves are clover-like with 3 heart-shaped 

leaflets. 

Oxalis corniculata (creeping woodsorrel) 

Low-growing perennial with  

creeping stems. 

Shamrock-like leaves with green  

to dark purple undersides.  

Remove by hand to control  

mature plants and seedlings.  

Plantago lanceolata (English plantain) 

Swirl of 6”-8” slender leaves at the ground. 

Leaves have parallel veins.  

Plant has a taproot.  

Remove by hand. 

Polygonum arenastrum  
(common knotweed) 

Stems grow horizontally with wiry stems to 3’.  

Leaves are small and directly attached to stems.  

Remove by hand before seeds mature. 

Sonchus oleraceus (annual sowthistle) 

Grows to 4’ tall, lanky.  

Leaves are divided at the plant base and 

clasp around the bases of stems. 

Leaf edge is slightly prickly.  

Exudes a milky juice when cut. 

Trifolium spp. (clover) 

Spreading plant, but may grow to 2’ tall. 

White, yellow, pink or red flowers.  

Shamrock-like leaves.  

Remove by hand before seeds mature. 

Common Weeds 
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Plant list by Common names 
 

Common name Scientific name 

Trees  

coast live oak Quercus agrifolia 

crape myrtle Lagerstroemia indica 

Pink Dawn chitalpa XChitalpa tashkentensis ‘Pink Dawn’ 

western redbud Cercis occidentalis 

western sycamore Platanus racemosa 

   

Perennials and Shrubs  

autumn sage Salvia greggii 

Ballerina Indian hawthorn  Rhaphiolepis indica ‘Ballerina’ 

bearded iris Iris sp. 

blue-eyed grass Sisyrinchium bellum 

California gray rush, common rush Juncus patens 

California meadow sedge Carex pansa 

California poppy Eschscholzia californica 

California sea-lavender, coastal statice Limonium californicum 

Canyon Prince giant wild rye Leymus condensatus ‘Canyon Prince’ 

Carmel Creeper ceanothus  Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis 

Carmel Sur manzanita Arctostaphylos 'Carmel Sur’ 

Catalina Island dudleya Dudleya virens ssp. hassei 

Catalina perfume Ribes viburnifolium 

coral bells Heuchera sanguinea 

creeping rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Huntington Carpet’ 

deergrass Muhlenbergia rigens 

Douglas' iris Iris douglasiana 

dymondia Dymondia margaretae 

Elijah Blue blue fescue  Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’ 
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Emerald Carpet manzanita Arctostaphylos 'Emerald Carpet’ 

Everett's Choice California fuchsia Epilobium canum ‘Everett’s Choice’ 

Germander sage, electric blue sage Salvia chamaedryoides 

Harmony kangaroo paws Anigozanthos ‘Harmony’ 

hummingbird sage Salvia spathacea 

island snapdragon Galvezia speciosa 

Japanese boxwood Buxus microphylla 

Little Sur coffeeberry Rhamnus californica ‘Little Sur’ 

Margarita BOP penstemon  Penstemon heterophyllus ‘Margarita BOP’ 

Matilija poppy  Romneya coulteri ‘White Cloud’ 

Mexican daisy Erigeron karvinskianus 

Midnight Mexican bush sage  Salvia leucantha ‘Midnight’ 

Moonshine yarrow  Achillea ‘Moonshine’ 

Otto Quast Spanish lavender  Lavandula stoechas ‘Otto Quast’ 

Peruvian verbena Verbena peruviana 

red yucca Hesperaloe parviflora 

Rusty Red daylily Hemerocallis 'Rusty Red' 

sageleaf rockrose Cistus salvifolius 

sunrose Helianthemum nummularium 
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Parkway Swale Detail x-section (example) 

Parkway Swale Planting Plan (example) 

FILTER FABRIC 
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Parkway Plant List 
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Parkway Plant List (continued) 

Lavender 
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Residential Construction Detail  
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Residential Planting Detail  
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Residential Plant List 
 

sanguinea coral bells 

 

BOP’ 
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Residential Plant List (continued) 
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Residential Irrigation Detail  
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Irrigation 

Pressurized mainline  

Irrigation box with a "stub-out", a lateral line for future hook up of the City swale irriga-
tion to homeowner's automatic valve and controller  

This zone uses high-efficient, pop-up, rotor spray head irrigation  

This zone is a high-efficient drip-line irrigation  

This zone designates the City’s irrigation system in the parkway swales 

1 

2 

3 
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Permeable Pavers Guide  



40 

Elmer Avenue Maintenance Manual  

7/6/2010 

Permeable Pavers Guide  
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Rain barrel Manufacturer’s 
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Soil Tests Results 
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Resources: 

Native Plant Nurseries: 
Call ahead/check web site to inquire into hours 

and plant availability 

 

El Nativo Growers 

200 S. Peckham Road 

Azusa, CA 91702 

(626) 969-7299 

www.elnativogrowers.com  

Retail sales only via e-mail at: 

retailsales@elnativogrowers.com 

 

Matilija Nursery 

8225 Water Road 

Moorpark, CA 93021 

(951) 780-3571 

www.matilijanursery.com  

 

Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 

1500 N. College Avenue 

Claremont, CA 91711 

(909) 625-8767 

www.rsabg.org  

Grow Native Nursery sells plants  

 Wednesday - Sunday  

California Garden Shop  

 year round  

Theodore Payne Foundation for  

Wild Flowers and Native Plants 

10459 Tuxford Street 

Sun Valley, CA 91352 

(818) 768-1802 

www.theodorepayne.org 

The Foundation sells plants all year but days 

may vary. 

 

Tree-of-Life Nursery 

3321 Ortega Hwy. / P.O. Box 635 

San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693 

(949) 728-0685 

www.californianativeplants.com 

 

California Native Plant Society 

Sacramento Office 

(916) 447-2677 

www.cnps.org 

 

 

Additional Information: 

What’s That Bug? http://www.whatsthatbug.com 

Lots of photos to identify insects. 

Bug Guide http://www.bugguide.net 

Lots of photos to indentify insects. 

UC Davis IPM (Integrated Pest Management) http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu 

Information on pest control 

Trees are Good http://treesaregood.com  

Click on “Tree Care Information” at the top for tree care and pruning information. 

Weed Research and Information Center http://wric.ucdavis.edu/  

Click on Weed ID tool on bottom of page, then Weed ID tool on left. Follow directions.  

http://www.elnativogrowers.com
mailto:retailsales@elnativogrowers.com
http://www.matilijanursery.com
http://www.rsabg.org
http://www.theodorepayne.org
http://www.californianativeplants.com
http://www.cnps.org
http://www.whatsthatbug.com
http://www.bugguide.net
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu
http://treesaregood.com
http://wric.ucdavis.edu/


46 

Elmer Avenue Maintenance Manual  

7/6/2010 

(Additional Information cont.) 

Los Angeles County Agricultural Commissioner.  http://acwm.co.la.ca.us. 

Click on “Pests/Bugs” for information on insects and diseases. They also offer a free service to 

identify pests and plant diseases. Follow the directions to send a sample of the insect or disease 

for identification. 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.  2004.  Los Angeles River Master Plan, 

Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes.  Ellen Mackey, editor.  Los Angeles County 

Department of Public Works.  Los Angeles, CA.  http://ladpw.org/wmd/watershed/LA/

LAR_planting_guidelines_webversion.pdf  

Dreistadt, Steve, Jack Clark, Mary Louise Flint.  2004.  Pests of Landscape Trees and Shrubs: 

An Integrated Pest Management Guide, Second Edition.  Regents of the University of Cali-

fornia.  
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Photo Credits 

1 TreePeople Kids help spread mulch 

5b MICROSOFT® BINGTM MAPS Two sources of garden mulch 

6a  ladybug larva 

6b Www.ButterflyNature.com ladybug pupa 

6c 
Marlin E. Rice, http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/icm/
node/440 black beetle 

6d TreePeople praying mantis 

17c 
http://www.ci.monterey-park.ca.us/index.aspx?
page=1461 Lagerstroemia indica 

19b 
http://www.roseville.ca.us/images/EU/cash4grass/
carmel_creeper.jpg Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis 

19f 
http://www.californianativeplants.com/index.php/
plants/34-featured-plants/47-epilobium Epilobium canum ‘Everett’s Choice’ 

20d Daniel Southard, Potato Rock Nursery Galvezia speciosa 

23d 
http://www.roseville.ca.us/images/EU/cash4grass/
huntington_carpet_rosemary.jpg Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Huntington Carpet’ 

25a 

Copyrighted and used by permission: 

Regents of the University of California .  2007 Barbarea vulgaris 

25c Regents of the University of California .  2007 Erodium cicutarium 

25c Regents of the University of California .  2007 Erodium cicutarium 

25e Regents of the University of California .  2007 Hypochaeris glabra 

25f Regents of the University of California .  2007 Malva parviflora 

26a Regents of the University of California .  2007 Medicago spp. 

26b Regents of the University of California .  2007 Oxalis corniculata 

26c Regents of the University of California .  2007 Plantago lanceolata 

26d Regents of the University of California .  2007 Polygonum arenastrum 

26e Regents of the University of California .  2007 Sonchus oleraceus 

26f Regents of the University of California .  2007 Trifolium spp. 

   

   

   

   

http://tryonfarm.org/share/files/images/California%20poppy%20Eschscholzia%20californica.jpg 

To order:  http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/ 

http://www.ButterflyNature.com
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/icm/node/440
http://www.ipm.iastate.edu/ipm/icm/node/440
http://www.ci.monterey-park.ca.us/index.aspx?page=1461
http://www.ci.monterey-park.ca.us/index.aspx?page=1461
http://www.roseville.ca.us/images/EU/cash4grass/carmel_creeper.jpg
http://www.roseville.ca.us/images/EU/cash4grass/carmel_creeper.jpg
http://www.californianativeplants.com/index.php/plants/34-featured-plants/47-epilobium
http://www.californianativeplants.com/index.php/plants/34-featured-plants/47-epilobium
http://www.roseville.ca.us/images/EU/cash4grass/huntington_carpet_rosemary.jpg
http://www.roseville.ca.us/images/EU/cash4grass/huntington_carpet_rosemary.jpg
http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/IntegratedPestManagement/3488.aspx


Winter Spring Summer Fall

Pg Task January February March April May June July August September October November December

Soil Care

5 Fertilization no never not no never not no never not no never not

5 Mulch replacement check/add check/add check/add 

Irrigation equipment weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly

3 Soil moisture monitoring as needed as needed as needed as needed as needed as needed

11 Backflow prevention certification X

7 Tree maintenance check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes check stakes

17 Cercis occidentalis  (western redbud) prune if needed prune if needed

17 Chitalpa tashkentensis  ‘Pink Dawn’ (chitalpa) prune if needed prune if needed

17 Lagerstroemia indica   (crape myrtle) prune if needed prune suckers prune suckers prune suckers prune suckers prune if needed

17 Platanus racemosa  (western sycamore) prune if needed

17 Quercus agrifolia  (coast live oak) prune if needed prune if needed

7 Shrubs and perennials

18 Achillea  ‘Moonshine’(Moonshine yarrow) deadhead fls. deadhead fls.

18 Anigozanthos  ‘Harmony’ (Harmony kangaroo paws)

18 Arctostaphylos edmundsii ‘Carmel Sur’ (Carmel Sur manzanita) edge if needed edge if needed

18 Arctostaphylos 'Emerald Carpet’  (Emerald Carpet  manzanita) pinch/edge if needededge if needed

18 Buxus microphylla  (Japanese boxwood) prune if needed

19 Carex pansa  (California meadow sedge) mow if needed mow if needed mow if needed

19 Ceanothus griseus  var. horizontalis  (Carmel Creeper ceanothus ) prune prune prune

19 Cistus salvifolius  (sageleaf rockrose) pinch/shear pinch/shear pinch/shear remove old stems

19 Dudleya virens  ssp. hassei ( Catalina Island dudleya) remove stalks remove stalks remove stalks remove stalks

19 Dymondia margaretae  (dymondia) mow as needed

19 Epilobium canum  ‘Everett’s Choice’ ('Everett's Choice') cut back hard cut back hard remove seedlings remove seedlings

20 Erigeron karvinskianus  (Mexican daisy) prune if needed prune if needed prune if needed

20 Eschscholzia californica   (California poppy) pull by hand pull by hand seed

20 Festuca glauca  ‘Elijah Blue’ (Elijah Blue blue fescue) trim as needed trim as needed trim as needed

20 Galvezia speciosa  (island snapdragon) prune if needed prune if needed pinch

20 Helianthemum nummularium  (sunrose) cut back after flowering 

20 Hemerocallis  'Rusty Red' (Rusty Red daylily) divide if needed deadhead deadhead deadhead deadhead deadhead divide if needed

21 Hesperaloe parviflora  (red yucca) divide deadhead deadhead deadhead

21 Heuchera sanguinea  (coral bells) prune if needed prune if needed

21 Iris  sp. (bearded iris) cut back to 2"/divide

21 Iris douglasiana  (Douglas' iris) snip brown tips divide/prune if neededprune if needed

21 Juncus patens  (California gray rush) prune as needed

21 Lavandula stoechas  ‘Otto Quast’ (Spanish lavender) prune as needed prune as needed

22 Leymus condensatus  ‘Canyon Prince’ (Canyon Prince wild rye) cut back hard to 4 - 5" if needed cut back hard to 4 - 5" if needed

prune if needed

prune as needed prune as needed

mow as needed mow as needed mow as needed mow as needed

Elmer Ave. Maintenance Checklist & Schedule

prune as needed prune as needed

deadhead fls.

remove old stems

prune to ground

snip brown tips
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Winter Spring Summer Fall

Task January February March April May June July August September October November December

22 Limonium californicum  (California sea-lavender) cut dried stalks cut dried stalks

22 Muhlenbergia rigens  (deergrass) coppice if neededcoppice if needed

22 Penstemon heterophyllus  ‘Margarita BOP’ (penstemon) cut back hard cut back hard

22 Rhamnus californica  ‘Little Sur’ (Little Sur coffeeberry) lightly pinch?

23 Rhaphiolepis indica  ‘Ballerina’ (Ballerina Indian hawthorn) prune as needed prune as needed prune as needed

23 Ribes viburnifolium  (Catalina perfume) lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch?

23 Romneya coulteri ‘White Cloud’ (Matilija poppy) cut back hard cut back hard cut back hard

23 Rosmarinus officinalis  ‘Huntington Carpet’ (creeping rosemary) prune if needed prune if needed

23 Salvia chamaedryoides  (Germander sage) cut back by 1/3 

24 Salvia greggii  (autumn sage) cut back by 1/3 prune old stems

24 Salvia leucantha  ‘Midnight’  (Midnight Mexican bush sage) prune old stems

24 Salvia spathacea  (hummingbird sage)

24 Sisyrinchium bellum  (blue-eyed grass) trim dried leaves

24 Verbena peruviana  (Peruvian verbena) prune prune

8 Lawn mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3" mow to 3"

9 Plant replacement plant plant plant

Weed management

4 hand pulling weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly

4 oil sprays as needed as needed as needed as needed as needed as needed

Pest management

6 Invertebrates (ants, slugs) weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly

6 Disease, fungi, etc. weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly

Hardscape management

12 Rain barrel Clean/rinse out drain before rain drain before rain

10 Sweep street gutter as needed as needed as needed as needed as needed as needed

11 Clean out roof gutters as needed as needed as needed as needed

12 Clean trench drain in driveway check check check check check check check check check check check check 

13 Permeable pavers in driveway and pathways sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep Vacuum sweep sweep

13 Permeable concrete sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep sweep Vacuum sweep sweep

10 Litter removal in street gutter and parkway swale weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly weekly

7 Greenwaste management (green bin) recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle recycle

lightly pinch? lightly pinch? lightly pinch?

cut dried stalkscut dried stalks

trim dried leaves

drain before rain drain before rain

prune old stems

prune old stems

lightly pinch?


